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Model for Biblical Spanking 

Goal 
Understand God’s commands regarding spanking our children, and implementing a biblical model of corporeal 

discipline in the home. 

 

Biblical Basis for Spanking 

� Jeremiah 17:9 – heat is deceitfully and desperately wicked 

� Proverbs 22:15 – folly is bound up in the heart of the child 

A fool is one who … 

� Has no fear of God 

� Will not heed or respond to discipline 

� Does not submit to authority 

� Mocks the ways of God 

� Lacks wisdom 

Tedd Tripp Says … 

Foolishness is bound up within his heart. Allowed to take root and grow for 14 or 15 years, it will 

produce a rebellious teenager who will not allow anyone to rule him. God has ordained the rod of 

discipline for this condition. The young child who is refusing to be under authority is in a place of grave 

danger. 

Biblical Spanking Defined Distortions of Spanking 

� A parental exercise 
� An act of faith 
� An act of faithfulness 
� A responsibility 
� A physical punishment 
� A rescue mission 

� Not the right to unbridled temper 
� Not the right to hit our children whenever we 

wish 
� Not venting of frustration 
� Not retribution 
� Not associated with anger 

The Fruits of Biblical Spanking 

� Demonstrates God’s authority over mom and dad 
� Trains a child to be under authority 
� Demonstrates parental love and commitment 
� Yields a harvest of peace and righteousness 
� Imparts self-disciple and self-control 
� Returns the child to a place of blessing 
� Promotes an atmosphere of closeness and openess 
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Parents: An Elite Rescue Team 

� Proverbs 23:14 

Our children’s souls are in danger of death – spiritual death. Your task is to rescue your children from 

death. Faithful and timely use of spanking is the means of rescuing the child from continuing in 

foolishness. If he continues, doom is certain. The parent, driven by love for the child, must heed the 

truth of scripture – notably that spanking drives foolishness from the heart of the child and creates an 

atmosphere for imparting wisdom. 

� Underscoring the importance of obeying God 

� Emphasizing the issue is NEVER “you have failed to obey me.” 

� The only reason to obey mom and dad is because God commands it 

� Failure to obey parents is failure to obey God, placing the child outside the “Circle of Safety” 

 

 

Circle of Safety: A Paradigm for Rescue 

 

 

 

Rescue Mission Checklist: 9-Steps to Correction 

1. Identify when a spanking is required 
When you have given a directive that he has heard and is within his capacity to understand and 

he has not obeyed without challenge, without excuse or without delay. 

 

Tedd Tripp says … 

“The ‘when’ of spanking is so simple that parents miss it. If your child has not obeyed, he needs 

to be spanked. If he has failed to respond to your direction, he has moved out of the circle of 

safety.” 
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2. Take the child to a place of privacy. Spanking should never be public. 
 

3. Tell the child specifically what she has done or failed to do. 
 

4. Secure an acknowledgement from the child of what he has done wrong. 
 

5. Remind the child that the function of spanking is not because you are angry, or because he has 
sinned against you, but because he has removed himself from the proper place of submission to 

your authority. 

 

6. Tell the child how many swats he will receive. This is critical to demonstrate that you are in 
control of yourself. 

 

7. Do not spank through thick layers. The child must feel the disciple. Always lay the child over 
your lap – not leaning on the bed or a chair. This further casts the discipline within the context 

of your physical relationship. 

 

8. After the spanking, hug your child and communicate your love. Keep the spanking referenced to 
restoration, not retribution. 

 

9. Pray with him. 

 

Choosing our Words Wisely (Steps 3 and 4 expanded) 

Communication Guidelines for Correction and Discipline 

Rebuke A rebuke censures behavior. Commands that it 
not occur again. Must contain a biblical basis. 
Cannot simply be “because I said so.” Always 
followed up with correction, entreaty, instruction, 
teaching or warning. 

Correction Remedies something that is wrong. Brings a 
child into conformity with a standard. Helps the 
child to understand God’s standard and teaches 
them to assess their behavior against that standard. 

Entreaty Earnest, intense pleading of a father or mother 
who, understanding the child and the ways of God, 
is willing to bare his soul in earnest pleading for is 
child to act in wisdom and faith. 

Instruction The process of providing a lesson, a precept or 
information that will help your children to 
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understand their world. 

Warning Put the child on guard to probable danger. 
Merciful speech that faithfully alerts us to danger 
while there is still time to escepe unharmed. 

Teaching Process of imparting knowledge. Causing 
someone to know something and most powerfully 
takes place after a failure or problem. 

Encouragement Providing them with a source of hope and 
courage. Helping child understand how to rely on 
God, who draws near to the contrite and 
brokenhearted. 

Prayer Our most pertinent insights into our children 
will often come as they pray. Understanding what 
they pray and how they pray is a window into their 
soul. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

� When is my child old enough? 

 

 

 
 

 

� What if my child says, ‘But I didn’t hear you?’ 

 

� If I follow your counsel, All I’ll do is spank 
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� What if I’m too mad? 

 

� What if we’re not at home? 

 

� What if I know my child is lying to me? 

 

� What if I’m not sure what happened? 

 

� What if it’s too late? 

 


